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undergo, confessed that he was the son of a watchmaker at Versailles ; and that he had recourse to this stratagem to evade the punishment which he had incurred : yet, notwithstanding this confession, many believed in the tale. The council of war determined that he should undergo the sentence ; but, at the solicitation of some ladies, his punishment was remitted to running the gauntlet once, instead of three times.
The late King of France, Louis XVIII,1 at whose suggestion I undertook to write these memoirs, possessed a good understanding; his character has not been generally known. His wit was not great, but his mind was clear ; he was no stoic, but in his private sentiments was liberal; he concealed his thoughts on the subjects of both politics and religion, on each of which topics he was by no means bigoted ; he was fond of bon-mofs, and would be vain of them ; amid many trying circumstances, he conducted himself with adroitness, and, although greatly complicated, he would evade them with skill. He preferred pleasure to power, and eating perhaps to every thing : he returned to the throne of France, as much for the sake of his family as for himself. It was said of him, though perhaps it would have been more truly applied to the men who surrounded him, and to those Holy Allies who replaced him on the throne, " that nothing had been learned or forgotten/' He had no more power to prevent the execution of the unfortunate Ney, that atrocious and infamous act, than he had to lead an army against Buonaparte, when he landed from Elba. From his earliest years he manifested a reserved
1 Louis XVIII (1755-1824). Known as the Comic dc Provence and ** Monsieur." of the poison, which had so" Our Lady of Good Help," is effectively disposed of in M. L. Gastine's admirable biography, of which a translation has been published by Mr. John Lane (1913).am 1776.
